TOM TATTLE 


A Literate Watchman of Weſtminſter, 


| To his Brother 
ACI DRY DRUB 
Of the City. 


A | 


FROM 2 
TOM TATT LE I 
A Literate Watchman of Weſtminſter, 
To his Brother 
FACK DRYTDRUB 
1 Of dhe City. 


Concerning the Bill now depending 
before the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons about the Regula: ing the 
Nightly Watch. 


WITH 


Some Reflections on a Book already 
| publiſhed on that Head. 
LONDON, 


Printed: and Sold by J. Roberts, in Nar- 
wick-Lane. 1720. 


LETTER 


TOM TATTLE a Lite- 
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Jak 1 to his Brother 

Jack Drydrub of the 


City, &c. 


not Paſs. Till you fee the Event, be 
Az good 


14 
good again: Obey your Maſter Sharp 
the Beadle, whom you know com- 
mands Teo! the Conſtable, and you 


remain in Statu quo. I mult own, [ 


thought their Worſhips would give 
pay 


us double Wages, or at leaſt 
us for our Labour; but here are a 
new fort of Governors ſetting up, 
called Burgeſſes; they are what I never 
heard of, till within theſe three 
Werks unleſs they arc the fame Specie 
whole Neighbourhood at Michael- 
maſs to ſtave off the 
'Tis recorded in one of our Pariites, 
that a Thing once an Under- 
got ſomebody to write a Paper, which 
he called a Gooſe-Roll, which brought 
about filty annual Fools to his Net, 
v here he eat and drank them, vhich 


the 
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the very Men he devoured can teſtify ; 
I durſt not ſay more, for he may 
once more perhaps be Worthipful. 
We aretantaliz'd with Terrors of the 
Juſtices Power, their Government, 
c. I am ſure unleſs the O come 
we cannot be uſed worſe than we 
Supream Maſters the Beadles; twas 
they made what was called a Watch 


in their Pockets, without being ac- 
comptable to any one. It is fur- 
ther urged, the Juſtices have great 
Power already, that this will give 
them more; tis certain we muſt 
then keep our Stands, or elſe turn 
out the word, Going of, to drink 
| Royal Gin, or to light a Gentleman 
A 4 home, 


Roll, they collected ir, gave us what = 


KS 
home, will not paſs for a good Ex- 
cuſe wich them, if an Houle be broke 
in our Abſence. I ſigh to think of 
quitting my Tribute, from the Am- 
by'anng double - trading Harlots in 
my Walk. Naz Roſe, &. mult at 
this rate ſtarve. To Counterballance 
this, it is ſome Comfort to think we 
ſhall be paid for our Labour. Our 
Maſters the Conſtables were only the 
loweſt of the People, and our Lords 
and Maſters the Beadles the Scum 
of the Creation; if fo, what the D---.. 
are ve? The Conſtables were nor fit 
to be truſted with the Warch Rate, 
tho' there is hardly a Beadle ever car- 

ry'd any away, our Honours being 
as 


11 
as ready to take it, as they can be to 


collect it. Beſides, to conſeſs Truth, 
tis all run in Tick vich the Beadle of 
the Vatch - Houſe before it is due, 
for you know they all fell Ale and 


ing in Defence of the Bill, but 1 
tell thee, Jack, tis Ieſuitically penn d, 
like, looks one way and rows ano- 
ther : he truly would make the 

Vorld believe that all Roberies, Cc. 


_— 
are not the Effet of Want of a 
ſtrong Watch, and the Watchmen 
to be luſty able Men, butarcentirely 


Mr. Cotton the Deputy Steward, by 
his living in the City of Londa; 


nough to judge the Trifles depend- 
ing before a Court-Leet; his Re- 
ſidence inNew-Ins truly would much 


alter the Itregularities of the Night. 


There is no Lawobliges the Stew - 
ard of any Lord of a Manor to re- 


ſide in it, his buſineſs is only to teſide 


in the Court on Court-Days, which 
if he attend he anſwers all can be 
demanded of him; and I inſiſt, his 
Reſidence would be no more Service 


to the City and Liberty, than fixing 
a 


owing to the Miſmanagement of 


that truly he being no Counſellor, 
only an Attorney, has not Brains e- 
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a Pillar at Charing-Croſs, for as he is 
no Juſtice of the Peace, he can be of 
no Service, nor have a Command 
or Authority unleſs fitting in Court. 


Were Non-refidence a Crime, God 
abſolve his Maſters the Prebendaries. 
Talk with them, on their Reſidence, 
truly an upright, good, poor, miſerable 
Curate at zol. a Year, is a fit Sup- 
ply for a Living of 300. 


The Author has taken ſome ſmall 
pains about nothing; truly he recites 
the Act of 27 Elizeb. which makes 
the Zurgeſſes a Court: The Words 
of the Act which give them Power 
to judge are theſe, All matters fl 
continency, Common Scolds, and of In- 


mates and Common. Annoy ance: Ia that 


Bill there is not ſo much as mention 
made 
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made of the Vatch, there being from 
and before that time no Law in 
force for the Watch, but the Statute 
of Wincheſter, which is only for the 
Summer time, ro guard the Corn 
in the Fields. I fay, that cannot be 
taken from the Dean and Chapter 


which they never poſſeſſed; they have 
the ſame pretence by that Act to ny 


Treaſon, as to ſet or govern the 


time that Bill vas made, and for 
many Years after, there was no ſuch 
Officer, tis of late Intruſion ; their 
Council before the Committee dil- 
owned the Burgeſſes Power to make 
themʒ Bur truly, rather than it ſhould 
fall to the Juſtices, aſſerted, as he was 
the Conſtables Servant only, ſo none 


ought to make them but the Con- 
ſtables. But 


Watch, or make Beadles ; for at the 
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Inhabitant with a Family vas pre- 
ſented by a Burgeſs of St. Martin's 
Pariſh, the Conſtable was not 
in a Stranger to the Pariſh, a Man 
then juſt out of Buſineſs on the late 
Dake of Ormond's going away, for 
he was his Chairman. This I think 
In St. Azxe's Pariſh their Burgeſſes 
have Power to ſet the Watch, but 
being left to the old Statute to Watch 
and Vard by turns. But in that Act 
there is no Clauſe ro make Beadles, 
when they were made Parochial. Ar 
that 
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that time Thieving was not grown 
to the diſmal height ir is now, and 
not ſo dangerous as at preſent in the 
City of London and Suburbs; then 
uuly no Gangs of Tenor a Dozen in 
a Gang, no Coaches ſtopped, Men 
or Women knocked down and rob- 
bed, and too often the Women car- 
ry'd into a corner or vacant Ground 
and raviſhed. It is now too well 
known no one dare walk or go in a 
Coach in the Streets after Night, un- 
leſs filled with fears of being robb d 
and beaten, if not Murther d; tis true, 
many eſcape, but too many fall into 
their Hands. Where the publick Good 
is at Stake, all good Men ought to 
give a helping Hand to its aſſiſtance. 
heard one of my Maſters lament 


to fre ſo many Men of Honour 0 


and 


| 
ö 
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and Eſtate fo far miſ-led by a mi- 
ſtaken Notion of Party, as to oppoſe 
this vell · deſigned Bill. If Parry muſt 
weigh down publick Safety, Wicked 
Men muſt bear ſway, &c. The chief 
Argument is, Rob not the Church. 
I again anſwer, Cm that be taken 
from them, which they never had 2 
taken from the Dean and Chapter, 
it would lefſen none of their Re- 
venue, it would only touch their 


 dailing Power and Authority in 


Matters Civil. We urge, there is no 
Order of Men in the World ſtruggle 
ſo much for ir as the Roman Clergy, 
they ſeem to be ar ſtrife, to Coun. 
terballance the Humility and Po- 
verty of our Saviour 'and his A- 
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I muſt add, there has been no Stone 
leſt unturn'd by the Burgeſſes and 
their Friends, to fruſtrate this good 
Work. 


We ſee 2 Petition preſented the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, 
Signed by 2000 Inhabitants, againſt 
this Bill. It will be proved before 
the Committee, That not one of 


thoſe 2000 Signed any Petition, 
only Blank Sheers of were 


Signed in every Ward, and to thoſe 


a Petition was tacked and preſented. 
 TheſcBlank Papers,ſome Signed thro 
Fear, others did it tho Ignorance, 
others to pleaſe the thoſe who had 
Signed. Some others did it thought- 
lefly; and many refuſed Signing a 
Blank on any Terms, alledging they 

might pur to the Papers Treaſon, or 
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drown the Clamours and ill · ſeaſon d 
dna ling of thoſe Curs, who are re- 
ſolved to do no good, but to be at 


I muſt again repeat the terrible 
Rumours of being Juſtice-Rid. Let 
any reafonable Man judge whence is 
the beſt Treatment to be expected, 
from Gentlemen of liberal Educa- 

ton, 


Daps their Clerks. To this may be 
anſwered, the Juſtice is liable to all 
his Clerk's Enormities, while he Acts 
under him as Juſtice. Then they 
fy, in fome Caſes, the old well- 
ſeaſon d Clerk is his Worthip's Di- 
rector. It may in return be faid, 
then his Worſhip is a and not 
worthy to bear the Honour of that 
Commiſſion. If a Juſtice offend, let 
any Man complain to the Lord 
Chancellor, be is turned out with 
Infamy. But let a Burgeſs do whar 
be will, while he is a true Tool to 
the D. and Chapter, he is fafe for 
Life. B 2 Ic 
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pected 
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pected from one of our Order. 
This is the Work of three or four 


tae 1 
in this peice, but the Man is fo far 
from owning his Fault, that he 
ſtill Glories in Drinking Wine at 
an Half. penny a Quart. I ama 
Stranger to him and his Pariſh, but 
am told, two Men of Subſtance and 
good Reputation now are the pte- 
ſear ſo that were all the reſt 
of chat Court of equal Stamp, the 
Liberty might be tollerabiy caſie. 


I conclude: If this I am 
pleaſed; if not, I care not; for the 
only 
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only Bite can be en the Poor Printer, 
one of which I drank 2 Bumper o . 
paſſing the Bill I aw, Jack of . 


TOM TATTLE, 


OAS. 
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